
ONCE UPON A TIME

Everybody likes a good story.

But what would you do if you discovered that the greatest 
love story of them all is actually true? And what if you 
found out that you are one of the main characters in the 
story? It may be hard to believe, but it’s true!

Once upon a time there was a charming prince. Now, this 
prince fell in love with a beautiful woman. They were very 
happy, and planned to marry. One day, an evil monster 
tricked the beautiful lady. The monster carried her away 
to a dark castle guarded by a terrible dragon. When the 
prince heard that his lover had been captured, he set out 
at once to rescue her. The valiant prince found the castle, 
killed the dragon, vanquished the monster, and rescued 
his beloved. Then the prince took his beloved lady to his 
castle, married her, and they lived happily ever after.

All of this is true, and you are one of the main characters.

THE ORIGINAL VERSION

ONCE UPON A TIME: In the beginning, God, the 
great King of the universe, made a man and a woman. 
God made them just so He could pour out His love on 
them. The man, the woman, and God were living happily 
together until… 

ONE DAY: An evil being, the devil, came into Paradise. 
This evil being tricked the woman into thinking she would 
be happier if she lived for herself rather than following 
God. The woman listened to the devil, rebelled against 
God, and encouraged the man to do the same. They both 
came under the power of the devil, were separated from 
God, and lived in a dark kingdom guarded by a great 
dragon (the devil is called the Serpent and the Dragon in 
the Bible).

TO THE RESCUE: But God, the great King, loved 
the man and woman so much that He devised a plan to 
rescue them from the dragon’s power. God became a man 
(called Jesus, the Prince of Life), invaded the devil’s evil 
kingdom, and even died so He could set the man and 
woman free. Then He came back to life, went back to His 
castle, and is awaiting His marriage. After that the great 
Prince will live happily ever after with all He has rescued 
from the dark kingdom.

LOVE PREVAILS: Sound familiar? The amazing thing 
is that the story is true, and you are the man or the woman 
in the story. You have followed the evil being into his 
dark kingdom and are now bound by your own rebellion 
against God. But God, in His great love for you, has come 
to the earth, lived as a man (Jesus, our Prince), and died 
for you to deliver you from your bondage. He invites you, 
right now, to come back to Him so you can live with Him 
in an eternal love relationship (“eternal life” in the Bible).
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But this story has a little bit of a twist, You see, God 
respects your free will, and He will not deliver you unless 
you want Him to. If you want to come back to God and 
live with Him, you can be delivered from the kingdom of 
darkness by meeting these conditions:

1.	 Acknowledge that you have rebelled against God. 
(“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
Rom. 3:23)

2.	 Turn away from your lifestyle of selfishness. (“Repent 
for the forgiveness of your sins.” Acts 2:38)

3.	 Commit yourself to living the way God commands 
you to live—loving God, and loving others as yourself. 
(“Love the Lord your God, and love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Mark 12:30, 31)

4.	 Ask God’s forgiveness for your sins. (“If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.” 
I John 1:9)

5.	 Take your hands off your own life and allow Jesus to 
be your Master. (“If you confess with your mouth that 
Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved.” Rom. 10:9, 10)
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